Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


lOiEIIAKEBS'  CHAT  TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  3,  1940. 


(  JOB  BROADCAST  'USE  OEIX) 

SUBJECT:  "QUESTIONS  AED  ANSWERS."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Eome  Economics, 
the  Forest  Service,  and  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Engineering,  U.  S.D.A. 
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Modem  housewives  donTt  go  in  for  those  great  upheavels  of  housecleaning 
the"  used  to  carry  on  this  time  of  year.     The  modern  way  to  clean  is  by  eo_sy 
stages — little  "by  little  the  year  around.    Even  so,  when  fall  comes  and  you  start 
getting  read"  for  winter,  you'll  find  a  lot  of  extra  cleaning  jobs  to  do.  This 
week  the  mailman  has  "brought  in  quite  a  number  of  letters  ashing  ah  out  these 
cleaning  jobs. 

The  first  letter  says:     "Please  tell  me  how  to  dust  walls  without  rubbing 
streaks  of  dirt  into  the  wall  paper?" 

The  answer  is:    Use  the  right  utensil  for  the  job;  use  it  properly,  and 
have  it  clean. 

The  right  utensil  for  wall  cleaning  is  either  a.  good  wall  "brush  or  a 
vacuum  cleaner  with  a  wall-cleaning  attachment.    You  can  buy  wall  brushes  or 
dusters  of  goat's  hair,  horsehair,  and  wool  fleece.     The  best  brush  is  made  of 
fine  white  goat's  hair.    A  horsehair  brush  also  is  good  for  wall  cleaning,  but 
since  it  is  stiffer  than  goatfe  hair  you  have  to  use  it  carefully  arotuid  curtains 
or  drapery,  or  it  will  catch  and  snag  delicate  fabrics.    As  for  wool  fleece,  that 
cleans  walls  nicely  when  it  is  new.    But  wool  fleece  mats  when  you  wash  it. 
And  once  it  is  hard  and  matted,  it's  sure  to  streak  your  walls.     So  if  you  hove 
a  wool-fleece  duster,  you  have  to  keep  it  clean  by  washing  in  dry-cleaning  fluid. 

Whether  you  buy  a  wall  brush  of  goat's  hair  or  horsehair,  be  sure  to  buy 
one  that  is  very  full  and  fluff;'-.    And  be  sure  the  handle  is  set  in  a  flexible 


R-HC  ^  2  -  10/8/40 

spring  socket,  so  the  "brush  can  lie  close  to  the  wall. 

Of  course,  you  know  any  wall-brush  must  "be  clean  to  do  a  good  job  on  your 
Lj  walls.    A  dirty  brush  can  make  a  wall  look  worse  than  it  did  before  you  cleaned  it. 
T.rith  light-colored  walls  you  have  to  be  especially  careful  to  use  a  clean  brush. 
The  safest  way  is  to  wash  your  brush  each  time  after  you  have  dusted  the  walls. 

How  about  how  to  dust.    Brush  walls  up_  rather  than  doxm.    Bast  hangs  down, 
you  see.    So  if  you  start  at  the  floor  and  dust  up,  you'll  lift  off  the  dust 
instead  of  rubbing  it  in. 

Dust  your  walls  often  so  they  won't  have  a  chance  to  gather  much  dirt. 
Then,  there  will  be  less  danger  of  streaking  or  smearing.    So  over  all  the  walls 
in  the  house  about  once  a.  month.     Of  course,  if  you  live  where  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  smoke,  or  coal  dust,  or  other  grea.se  in  the  atmosphere,  you  may  have  to 
/  clean  your  vial  Is  oftener  and  by  more  drastic  methods.     Uherever  grease  may  settle 
on  walls,  a  washable  paint  or  washa.ble  wall  paper  is  the  most  practical  finish. 

So  much  for  dusting  walls.    How  here's  a  report  of  trouble  with  cajidlewax 
on:  a  table  and  rug.    Here's  a  letter  that  says:     "Plow  can  I  get  can&lewax  off  my 
dining  table  without  scratching  the  finish,  and  how  can  I  take  wax  out  of  my 
dining-room  rug?" 

The  easiest  way  to  remove  wax  from  a  table  or  other  polished  surfa.ee  is  to 
moisten  a  cloth  vrith  a  little  gasoline  and  simply  rub  off  the  wax.  Gasoline  is  a 
quick  solvent  for  wax  a,nd  does  not  injure  the  finish  on  wood. 

Another  way  to  remove  wax  from  a  polished  surface  is  to  chill  the  wax  by 
setting  a  little  piece  of  ice  on  it  for  a  few  minutes.     The  wax  becomes  cold  and 
0  very  hard,  and  then  you  can  just  push  it  off  with  your  finger.     If  the  wax  doesn' t 
come  off  easily  at  first,  loosen  one  edge  with  your  fingernail. 

3Tow  to  get  wax  off  a  rag,  use  heat  instead  of  cold.  First,  scrape  off  all 
the  wax  you  can  with  a  spoon  or  the  dull  edge  of  a  knife.     Then,  lay  pieces  of 
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clean  white  blotting  paper  under  and  over  the  spot.    Finally,  press  the  blotter 
with  a  rem  iron*    The  iron  will  melt  the  wax,  and  the  blotter  will  absorb  the 
liquid  wax* 

Here's  a  question  about  caring  for  some  rawhide  chairs.    A  housewife  writes 
tehat  she  has  some  handmade  rawhide  chairs  in  her  recreation  room.    The  rawhide 
seats  .are  getting  very  hard  and  stiff.     She  wants  to  know  what  she  can  use  to  keep 
the  hide  soft. 

A  good  oil  to  use  to  keep  rawhide  soft  is  neat's  foot  oil.    You  can  usually 
buy  this  oil  at  paint  stores  or  hardware  stores.    But  you  have  to  use  very  little 
oil  at  a  tine,  and  work  it  in  carefully,  or  the  rawhide  seats  will  become  too 
greasy  to  sit  on.    'farm  the  oil  a  little,  and  then  massage  it  into  the  underside 
of  the  hide.    Do  this  in  a  warn  room  so  the  hide  will  absorb    the  oil  easily.  You 
nay  have  to  give  the  rawhide  several  oil  treatments  over  a  period  of  months  before 
it  becomes  soft  again. 

The  last  question  comes  from  a  young  homemaker.     She  asks:    "Is  there  any 
objection  to  using  ammonia  in  dish  washing  to  cut  the  grea.se? " 

The  answer  is:    Yes.    Any  strong  alkali  such  as  ammonia,  washing  powder,  or 
strong  soap  may  in  time  damage  the  finish  and  also  the  color  of  fine  china.  Alkali 
is  also  bad  for  aluminum  cooking  utensils.     If  you  scrape  your  dishes  well,  and 
then  use  plenty  of  hot  water  and  mild  soapsuds  for  washing,  you  won't  noed  to  use 
a  strong  substance  like  ammonia  "to  cut  the  grease." 

Well,  that  concludes  the  questions  for  today.    More  questions  coming  in 
on  Thursday. 
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